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The Waite Smith Tarot, created by A.E. Waite and illustrated by Pamela
Colman Smith, is a deck that has captured the imaginations of seekers and
spiritual explorers for over a century. Its vibrant imagery, evocative
symbolism, and profound insights have made it one of the most beloved
and widely used Tarot decks in the world.

In this article, we will embark on a journey into the secrets of the Waite
Smith Tarot. We will explore the history, symbolism, and divinatory
meanings of this iconic deck, and discover how it can be used as a tool for
self-discovery, personal development, and spiritual growth.
The History and Creation of the Waite Smith Tarot
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The Waite Smith Tarot was conceived by A.E. Waite, a distinguished
scholar, mystic, and member of the Hermetic Free Download of the Golden
Dawn. Waite had a deep understanding of Tarot symbolism and sought to
create a deck that was both accessible to beginners and meaningful to
experienced practitioners.

In 1909, Waite commissioned Pamela Colman Smith, a talented artist and
illustrator, to bring his vision to life. Smith's intuitive and imaginative artwork
captured the essence of Waite's symbolism, creating a deck that was both
visually stunning and deeply evocative.
The Structure and Symbolism of the Deck
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The Waite Smith Tarot consists of 78 cards, divided into two main sections:
the Major Arcana and the Minor Arcana.

Major Arcana

The Major Arcana consists of 22 cards, each of which depicts a significant
archetype or life lesson. These cards represent major milestones, turning
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points, and transformative experiences on our journey through life. Some of
the most famous Major Arcana cards include The Fool, The Magician, The
High Priestess, The Emperor, and The World.

Minor Arcana

The Minor Arcana consists of 56 cards, divided into four suits: Wands,
Cups, Swords, and Pentacles. These cards represent everyday
experiences, emotions, challenges, and opportunities. Each suit
corresponds to a different element and area of life: Wands (fire) represents
passion, creativity, and willpower; Cups (water) represents emotions,
intuition, and relationships; Swords (air) represents intellect,
communication, and conflict; Pentacles (earth) represents money, work,
and material possessions.
The Divinatory Meanings of the Cards
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The Waite Smith Tarot can be used as a tool for divination, providing
insights into our past, present, and future. Each card carries a specific
divinatory meaning, which can be interpreted in a variety of ways
depending on the context of the reading.

For example, The Fool card can represent new beginnings, adventure, or
taking a leap of faith. The Magician card can represent power, skill, and the
ability to manifest our desires. The High Priestess card can represent
intuition, wisdom, and connection to the divine feminine.
Using the Waite Smith Tarot for Self-Discovery and Growth



Beyond its divinatory uses, the Waite Smith Tarot can be a powerful tool for
self-discovery and personal growth. By reflecting on the symbolism and
meanings of the cards, we can gain insights into our own thoughts,
feelings, and motivations.

For example, if we draw The Tower card, it may be a sign that we are going
through a period of upheaval or transformation. This card can encourage
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us to embrace change and to let go of what no longer serves us.
: A Path to Self-Knowledge and Empowerment

The Waite Smith Tarot is more than just a deck of cards. It is a journey of
self-discovery, a mirror into our own hearts and minds, and a path to self-
knowledge and empowerment.
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Whether you are a seasoned Tarot reader or a curious beginner, the Waite
Smith Tarot has something to offer you. By embracing its symbolism,
meanings, and divinatory power, you can unlock your potential and live a
life of greater purpose and fulfillment.
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