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Chapter 1: The Birth of a Tradition

In the early 1900s, the seeds of high school football were sown in the fertile
soil of South Carolina. Inspired by the growing popularity of the sport at the
collegiate level, intrepid coaches and enthusiastic students embarked on a
journey that would forever change the athletic landscape of the Palmetto
State.

One of the earliest pioneers of high school football in South Carolina was
Dr. P.H. Edmunds, the principal of Columbia High School. In 1903, he
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organized the first interscholastic football game in the state between
Columbia High and Wofford College. This historic encounter sparked a
wave of excitement and marked the beginning of a new era in South
Carolina sports.

Chapter 2: The Rise of Legendary Programs

As the years passed, high school football in South Carolina began to
flourish. Several programs emerged as gridiron powerhouses, amassing
impressive win-loss records and capturing state championships. One of the
most dominant teams of this era was the Rock Hill Bearcats, led by the
legendary coach Tom Price. Under Price's guidance, the Bearcats won an
astonishing 10 state championships in 14 years, cementing their place in
South Carolina football history.

Other notable programs that rose to prominence during this period include
Gaffney High School, Greenville High School, and Sumter High School.
These schools produced exceptional players and coaches who left an
indelible mark on the game.

Chapter 3: The Players That Defined an Era

The story of high school football in South Carolina would be incomplete
without mentioning the countless talented players who graced the gridirons.
From running backs who broke records to quarterbacks who orchestrated
thrilling comebacks, these athletes captivated fans and left a lasting legacy
on the sport.

One of the most iconic players in South Carolina high school football
history is George Rogers. A standout running back for Hillcrest High School
in Simpsonville, Rogers went on to achieve national fame as a Heisman



Trophy winner at the University of South Carolina. Other notable players
include Michael Dean Perry, Marcus Lattimore, and Jadeveon Clowney, all
of whom went on to successful careers in the NFL.

Chapter 4: State Championships and Unforgettable Moments

The pinnacle of high school football in South Carolina is the state
championship game. Each year, teams from across the state compete for
the coveted title of state champion. These games are often filled with
drama, excitement, and unforgettable moments that are etched into the
memories of fans and players alike.

One of the most memorable state championship games in South Carolina
history took place in 1976 between Gaffney High School and Stratford High
School. The game went into overtime, with Gaffney ultimately emerging
victorious in a thrilling 21-14 contest.

Chapter 5: Football Culture and Community

High school football is more than just a game in South Carolina. It is a
deeply ingrained part of the state's culture and a source of pride for
communities across the Palmetto State.

On Friday nights during football season, towns and cities across South
Carolina come alive with excitement. Fans of all ages don their team
colors, pack into stadiums, and cheer on their beloved teams. High school
football games are not just sporting events; they are social gatherings,
community celebrations, and a way for people to connect with one another.

The history of high school football in South Carolina is a rich and storied
one, filled with legendary players, iconic teams, and unforgettable



moments. From its humble beginnings to its present-day status as a
beloved tradition, the sport has played a vital role in shaping the lives of
countless South Carolinians.

This book is an invitation to join us on a journey through time. Through
captivating stories and stunning photography, we will explore the gridiron
grandeur of South Carolina high school football. Prepare to be inspired,
entertained, and reminded of the enduring power of sport to bring people
together.
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