
The Knitter's Guide to Spinning: Transform
Your Yarn from Sheep to Skein
Spinning yarn is a magical process that transforms raw wool into beautiful,
custom-made yarn. It's a rewarding and relaxing craft that can be enjoyed
by knitters of all levels. This comprehensive guide will teach you everything
you need to know to get started spinning your own yarn, from choosing the
right wool to plying and finishing your skeins.
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Chapter 1: Choosing the Right Wool

The first step in spinning yarn is choosing the right wool. There are many
different types of wool, each with its own unique properties. Some wools
are soft and fine, while others are more coarse and durable. The type of
wool you choose will depend on the type of yarn you want to spin.

For beginners, it's best to start with a medium-weight wool that is easy to
spin. Some good choices for beginner wools include:
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Merino wool

Corriedale wool

Polwarth wool

Rambouillet wool

Once you've chosen your wool, you need to prepare it for spinning. This
involves washing the wool to remove any dirt or debris, and then carding or
combing the wool to align the fibers. Carding creates a fluffy, cloud-like batt,
while combing creates a long, smooth sliver.

Chapter 2: Spinning Basics

Now that your wool is prepared, it's time to start spinning! There are two
main methods of spinning yarn: drop spindle spinning and spinning wheel
spinning. Drop spindle spinning is a more traditional method that uses a
weighted spindle to twist the yarn. Spinning wheel spinning is a faster and
more efficient method that uses a spinning wheel to twist the yarn.

No matter which method you choose, the basic steps of spinning are the
same:

1. Attach the fiber to the spindle or spinning wheel.

2. Use your hand to draft the fiber, which means pulling out a small
amount of fiber and twisting it.

3. Continue drafting and twisting the fiber until you have a continuous
strand of yarn.

4. Wind the yarn onto a bobbin or skein.



It takes practice to become a proficient spinner, but with patience and
perseverance, you'll be able to spin beautiful, custom-made yarn in no
time.

Chapter 3: Advanced Techniques

Once you've mastered the basics of spinning, you can start to experiment
with more advanced techniques. These techniques can be used to create
different types of yarn with different textures and colors.

Some advanced spinning techniques include:

Plying: Plying is the process of twisting two or more strands of yarn
together to create a stronger, more durable yarn.

Color blending: Color blending is the process of mixing different colors
of wool together to create a unique, variegated yarn.

Textured spinning: Textured spinning is the process of using different
spinning techniques to create a yarn with a unique texture, such as a
boucle or slub yarn.

Experimenting with advanced spinning techniques is a great way to expand
your skills and create one-of-a-kind yarn for your knitting projects.

Chapter 4: Troubleshooting

No matter how experienced you are, you're bound to run into some
problems when spinning yarn. Some common problems include:

The yarn is too thin or too thick.

The yarn is uneven or lumpy.



The yarn is breaking.

If you're having trouble spinning yarn, don't give up! There are usually
simple solutions to these common problems.

Chapter 5: Finishing Your Yarn

Once you've spun your yarn, it's time to finish it. Finishing your yarn
involves washing and skeining the yarn to prepare it for knitting.

To wash your yarn, simply soak it in lukewarm water with a mild soap.
Rinse the yarn thoroughly and then hang it to dry.

To skein your yarn, wind it onto a skein winder or nid
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