
The Honour Killing That Shocked Britain By
The Sister Who Fought For Justice
In August 2003, the body of 17-year-old Shafilea Ahmed was found in the
River Kent. Her death was initially ruled a suicide, but her family suspected
foul play. Shafilea's sister, Alesha, refused to believe that her sister had
taken her own life and began her own investigation.
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Alesha's suspicions were confirmed when she discovered that Shafilea had
been forced into an arranged marriage with a man she did not love. She
also learned that her parents had threatened to kill Shafilea if she refused
to go through with the marriage.

Alesha went to the police with her evidence, but they initially refused to
investigate. Undeterred, Alesha continued to press for justice for her sister.
She spoke out to the media and campaigned for changes in the law.
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In 2012, Shafilea's parents were finally convicted of her murder. They were
sentenced to life in prison.

Alesha's fight for justice for her sister is an inspiring story of courage and
determination. It is a story that highlights the importance of standing up
against honour killings and other forms of violence against women.

The Honour Killing

Honour killings are a form of domestic violence in which a woman is killed
by a member of her own family, usually her father, brother, or husband. The
killing is typically motivated by the belief that the woman has brought
shame or dishonour on her family.

Honour killings are a global problem. They are estimated to occur in at
least 20 countries, including the United Kingdom. In the UK, there have
been at least 12 honour killings since 2000.

The victims of honour killings are typically young women who are seen as
having transgressed social norms. They may have been dating someone
outside of their culture, refusing an arranged marriage, or simply dressing
in a way that is considered inappropriate.

The perpetrators of honour killings are often men who feel that their
authority has been challenged. They may also be motivated by a desire to
protect the family's reputation.

The Fight for Justice

Alesha Ahmed's fight for justice for her sister is an inspiring story of
courage and determination. It is a story that highlights the importance of



standing up against honour killings and other forms of violence against
women.

Alesha's journey to justice was long and difficult. She faced threats and
intimidation from her family and community. But she never gave up. She
spoke out to the media, campaigned for changes in the law, and worked
with other organizations to raise awareness of honour killings.

In 2012, Shafilea's parents were finally convicted of her murder. They were
sentenced to life in prison.

Alesha's victory was a landmark moment in the fight against honour killings
in the UK. It showed that it is possible to hold perpetrators accountable for
their crimes, even when the victim is a member of their own family.

The Legacy of Shafilea Ahmed

Shafilea Ahmed's death was a tragedy. But her legacy will live on through
the work of her sister, Alesha. Alesha's fight for justice has helped to raise
awareness of honour killings and has inspired other victims to come
forward and speak out.

Shafilea's story is a reminder that honour killings are a serious problem that
must be addressed. It is a story of courage, determination, and the
importance of standing up for what is right.
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