
Pulmonary Function Testing Jobs: A
Comprehensive Guide to a Rewarding Career
Pulmonary function testing (PFT) is a vital diagnostic tool used to assess
lung function and diagnose respiratory conditions. PFT technicians play a
crucial role in administering these tests and providing valuable information
to healthcare providers. This comprehensive guide will delve into the
exciting world of pulmonary function testing jobs, exploring the role,
responsibilities, education and skills required, salary expectations, job
outlook, and how to embark on a fulfilling career in this field.
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Role and Responsibilities of a Pulmonary Function Technician

Pulmonary function technicians are responsible for administering a range of
tests to measure lung function. These tests include:

Spirometry: Measures lung volume and airflow.
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Lung volumes: Assesses the total volume of air in the lungs.

Diffusion capacity: Evaluates the lungs' ability to exchange oxygen and
carbon dioxide.

Bronchial provocation testing: Tests for airway hyperresponsiveness.

In addition to administering tests, pulmonary function technicians also:

Prepare and calibrate equipment.

Interpret test results and provide them to healthcare providers.

Educate patients on lung health and respiratory conditions.

Maintain accurate patient records.

Ensure a clean and safe testing environment.

Education and Skills Required

To become a pulmonary function technician, individuals typically need a
high school diploma or equivalent. Some employers may prefer candidates
with an associate degree in respiratory therapy or a related field. Essential
skills for this role include:

Strong understanding of pulmonary physiology.

Proficient in administering PFTs.

Excellent communication and interpersonal skills.

Attention to detail and accuracy.

Ability to work independently and as part of a team.

Physical ability to stand for extended periods and assist patients.



Salary and Job Outlook

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median annual salary
for respiratory therapists, which includes pulmonary function technicians,
was $64,150 in May 2022. The job outlook for respiratory therapists is
expected to grow 11% from 2020 to 2030, much faster than the average for
all occupations.

How to Get Started

To pursue a career as a pulmonary function technician, individuals can
consider the following steps:

Obtain a high school diploma or equivalent.

Enroll in a PFT technician training program or pursue an associate
degree in respiratory therapy.

Complete clinical rotations to gain practical experience.

Obtain certification as a Certified Pulmonary Function Technician
(CPFT) from the National Board for Respiratory Care (NBRC).

Apply for PFT technician positions in hospitals, clinics, and other
healthcare settings.

Pulmonary function testing jobs offer a rewarding and fulfilling career path
within the healthcare industry. By providing valuable information on lung
function, pulmonary function technicians play a vital role in diagnosing
respiratory conditions and improving patient outcomes. With a strong
understanding of pulmonary physiology, proficiency in administering PFTs,
and excellent communication skills, individuals can embark on a successful
career in this field. The growing need for respiratory therapists, coupled



with the competitive salary and job outlook, makes pulmonary function
testing jobs an attractive option for those seeking a meaningful and in-
demand career.
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