
Portland's Historic Eastern Cemetery: A Walk
Through Time and Remembrance
Nestled in the heart of Portland, Maine, the Eastern Cemetery is a
captivating and historic burial ground that has witnessed the city's growth
and transformation for over two centuries. Serving as the final resting place
for countless souls who shaped Portland's past, this serene oasis invites
visitors to embark on a poignant journey through time and remembrance.

A Journey into the Past

Founded in 1827, the Eastern Cemetery is a testament to Portland's
maritime heritage. Its rolling hills and winding paths are adorned with
elaborate headstones and monuments, each telling a unique story of the
city's pioneers, seafarers, and prominent citizens. The cemetery's earliest
graves date back to the early 19th century, providing a glimpse into the
lives and times of Portland's founding fathers.
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A Masterpiece of Victorian Architecture

The Eastern Cemetery is renowned for its stunning Victorian-era
monuments. From intricate crosses to weeping angels and towering
obelisks, these architectural wonders showcase the artistic sensibilities of
the period. Visitors can admire the exquisite craftsmanship of the
headstones, each adorned with symbols of sorrow, remembrance, and
eternal hope.

Famous Residents

The Eastern Cemetery is the final resting place of numerous notable
individuals who played pivotal roles in Portland's history. Among them is
William King, Maine's first governor, whose imposing tomb is a testament to
his contributions. He is joined by abolitionist Neal Dow, renowned for his
temperance movement; Civil War general John M. Brown; and Commodore
George Evans, a celebrated naval officer. Each grave bears witness to the
lives and legacies of these extraordinary individuals.

Exploring the Cemetery's Stories

Beyond its architectural beauty, the Eastern Cemetery is a treasure trove of
stories. Guided tours led by passionate historians bring the past to life,
revealing the captivating tales of the people interred here. Visitors can learn
about the tragic lives of the city's poor and working class, as well as the
triumphs and achievements of its most celebrated citizens.

The Resting Place of Heroes

The Eastern Cemetery is a place of remembrance for those who served
their country. A separate section is dedicated to Civil War veterans, with
rows of uniform headstones honoring their sacrifice. The cemetery is also



home to the graves of soldiers from subsequent wars, including World War
I, World War II, and the Korean War. The names etched on these stones
serve as a poignant reminder of the sacrifices made by Portland's brave
sons and daughters.

A Place of Tranquility and Reflection

Despite its historical significance, the Eastern Cemetery is also a sanctuary
of peace and tranquility. Visitors can wander through its serene paths,
surrounded by the sound of birdsong and the rustling of leaves. Benches
tucked away amidst the trees provide opportunities for reflection and
meditation. The cemetery's natural beauty and historic atmosphere create
an ambiance conducive to contemplation and remembrance.

Preserving the Past

The Eastern Cemetery is a vital part of Portland's heritage, and its
preservation is paramount. The Friends of Eastern Cemetery, a dedicated
group of volunteers, works tirelessly to maintain and restore the cemetery's
grounds, monuments, and headstones. Their efforts ensure that this
historic treasure remains a living testament to the city's past for generations
to come.

Book your Journey Today

For those seeking a captivating and inspiring journey through history, the
Portland Historic Eastern Cemetery beckons. Free Download your copy of
the comprehensive book, "Portland Historic Eastern Cemetery," and
embark on a self-guided tour through this remarkable resting place. The
book's detailed maps, historical accounts, and stunning photographs will



guide you as you explore the lives, stories, and timeless beauty of this
enduring Portland landmark.

Free Download your copy today and experience the rich tapestry of
Portland's past in all its glory.
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