
Nell Gwynne: The Enchanting Life and Love of
the Infamous Royal Mistress
Nellie Gwyn was an English actress and royal mistress best known
for her long-term relationship with King Charles II. Her beauty, wit,
and charm captivated the king, and their relationship became one of
the most famous love stories in English history.

Nell Gwynne was born in Hereford, England, in 1650. Her father was a
captain in the Royal Navy, and her mother was a singer. Nell had a difficult
childhood, and she was forced to work as a servant girl at a young age.
However, she had a talent for singing and dancing, and she soon began to
perform in local theaters.
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Nell's career on the stage quickly took off, and she soon became one of the
most popular actresses in England. She was known for her beauty, her wit,
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and her charm. She also had a reputation for being a bit of a rebel, and she
often spoke her mind, regardless of the consequences.

In 1668, Nell met King Charles II. The two fell in love quickly, and they
began a relationship that would last for many years. Charles was married to
Catherine of Braganza, but he was not faithful to her. He openly favored
Nell, and he gave her a lavish lifestyle.

Nell Gwynne and Charles II had two children together, a son named
Charles Beauclerk and a daughter named Catherine Bennet. Nell was a
devoted mother, and she doted on her children.

Nell Gwynne's relationship with Charles II caused a great deal of scandal.
Many people were critical of the king for having a mistress, and they
accused Nell of being a gold digger. However, Nell did not care what other
people thought. She was happy to be with Charles, and she loved him
deeply.

Nell Gwynne's relationship with Charles II lasted until his death in 1685.
After the king's death, Nell continued to live a lavish lifestyle. She was
given a pension by the king's successor, James II, and she lived in a large
house in London.

Nell Gwynne died in London in 1687 at the age of 37. She was buried in St.
Martin-in-the-Fields Church in London. Her grave is marked with a simple
headstone that reads:

Here lies Nell Gwynne, player and mistress of Charles the Second



Nell Gwynne was a complex and fascinating woman. She was a talented
actress, a devoted mother, and a loyal mistress. She was also a bit of a
rebel, and she often spoke her mind, regardless of the consequences.

Nell Gwynne's story is a reminder that love conquers all. Even though her
relationship with Charles II was scandalous, it was also a true love story.

Further Reading:

Nell Gwynne - Britannica

Nell Gwynne - Hampton Court Palace

Nell Gwynne - The National Archives
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