
Murder, Mayhem, and the Dark Underbelly of
Scott County, Iowa
Nestled along the Mississippi River in eastern Iowa, Scott County has long
been a peaceful and prosperous community. However, beneath its tranquil
surface lies a dark and haunting past, a history stained with murder and
mayhem that has left an enduring legacy on the county's psyche.

A County's Descent into Darkness

The first whispers of sinister deeds in Scott County emerged in the mid-
19th century, when a series of gruesome murders sent shockwaves
through the community. In 1857, a young woman named Mary Sullivan
vanished without a trace, her body later discovered in a shallow grave on
the outskirts of Davenport. Suspicion fell upon her husband, John Sullivan,
who was eventually arrested and charged with her murder. The trial that
followed captivated the nation, with lurid details of the crime splashed
across newspaper headlines. Sullivan was ultimately convicted and
sentenced to death, but his guilt remains shrouded in mystery to this day.
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As the decades passed, Scott County's reputation as a place of violence
only intensified. In 1903, the town of Bettendorf was rocked by the brutal
murder of a young woman named Bertha Lindstrom. Lindstrom was brutally
stabbed to death in her own home, and her killer was never identified. The
case remains one of the county's most infamous unsolved mysteries,
leaving a chilling reminder of the darkness that lurked beneath the surface
of the community.

The Roaring Twenties and an Explosion of Crime

The Roaring Twenties brought a new wave of violence to Scott County.
Prohibition had taken hold of the United States, and Davenport became a
hub for bootlegging and organized crime. Gang wars erupted in the streets,
with rival factions vying for control of the lucrative alcohol trade. One of the
most notorious incidents occurred in 1923, when a gunfight between rival
gangs in downtown Davenport left three people dead and several others
wounded. This brazen act of violence sent a clear message: Scott County
was no longer the sleepy town it once was.

As the decade wore on, the county's crime rate soared to alarming levels.
In 1928, a young woman named Laura Coleman was brutally raped and
murdered in Davenport. Her killer, a local man named Freddie Johnson,
was apprehended and sentenced to death. However, Johnson's conviction
was later overturned on appeal, and he was released from prison. The
miscarriage of justice in the Coleman case left a deep scar on the
community, fostering a sense of distrust and fear among the populace.

FREE

https://paragraph.aroadtome.com/read-book.html?ebook-file=eyJjdCI6ImdZU2hPU0VpdkpwRDh2bXU1TEtrTWhZMEhyK25mTDJHQlFQSGExRFwvMndoZFwvakUxd01iTjU5S0NxcnlFNHZsRGpDcE1sUnZEREpEcndaSk54V250Q2k2dHdcL0NIOEJZOFwveFJPK3NlSlpvWjFvOHlhOTVna3pLVnpRSEhZN3ViXC83U1dxa1A5VFMrc1JHcWR3UUZKdnhRbXJ0ZkEzTjFvNXJVenlEdUtlbEdMMldKdzBBRUxLWXRjcFYrNUkzODRSMTRkbWFNMkxET09FVzUzMUExejJXZz09IiwiaXYiOiI3N2M2NDZiOWY2ZDRhZDQ3NGVhZjI4ZDY5NWM4NTkwNyIsInMiOiI2YTIyYmY1NzE1Mzg5MmI1In0%3D


The Shadow of Unsolved Mysteries

Even today, the legacy of Scott County's dark past continues to haunt the
region. Numerous unsolved murders and disappearances have occurred
over the years, leaving countless families and communities in anguish. One
of the most puzzling cases is the disappearance of Amy Mihaljevic, a 10-
year-old girl who vanished from her Davenport home in 1989. Despite
extensive searches and investigations, Amy's fate remains unknown,
leaving her family and the community in a state of perpetual torment.

Another enduring mystery is the case of the "Iowa River Killer." Between
1992 and 2007, three women were found murdered along the banks of the
Iowa River in Scott County. All three victims had been sexually assaulted
and strangled, and their bodies were dumped in the river. Despite intensive
investigations, the killer has never been identified, leaving behind a chilling
trail of unanswered questions.

Preserving the Past for a Better Future

The dark history of Scott County, Iowa, is a sobering reminder that even the
most idyllic communities can conceal a sinister underbelly. By
acknowledging and exploring this past, we can gain a deeper
understanding of the human capacity for both good and evil. It is through
this understanding that we can work towards creating a more just and
equitable society, where the shadows of the past no longer threaten to
consume the future.

Numerous historical societies and museums in Scott County are dedicated
to preserving the county's rich and complex history, including its dark side.
The Scott County Historical Society in Davenport houses a vast collection
of artifacts and documents related to the county's past, providing a glimpse



into the lives of those who lived and died here. The Putnam Museum in
Davenport also features exhibits on Scott County's history, including a
section dedicated to the famous murder trial of John Sullivan.
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