
Dictionary of Asian Mythology: A Journey into
the Enchanting Realms of the East
Unlocking the Secrets of Asian Mythology

In the heart of the ancient and vibrant cultures of Asia lies a rich tapestry of
mythological traditions that have captivated imaginations for centuries. The
Dictionary of Asian Mythology is a comprehensive guide to this enchanting
world, offering an in-depth exploration of the gods, goddesses, spirits,
heroes, and tales that have shaped the cultural landscape of the East.

With over 1,500 entries, this dictionary delves into the diverse mythological
traditions of East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Central Asia. From
the celestial realms of Chinese mythology to the vibrant epics of India, from
the enchanting tales of Japan to the enigmatic legends of Mongolia, the
Dictionary of Asian Mythology provides a comprehensive overview of the
region's mythological heritage.
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Over 1,500 entries: Explore a vast collection of deities, creatures,
heroes, and tales from across Asia.

Comprehensive coverage: Covers mythological traditions from East
Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, and Central Asia.

In-depth analysis: Provides detailed descriptions, etymologies, and
cultural contexts for each entry.

Comparative insights: Highlights connections and similarities
between different mythological traditions.

Extensive bibliography: Offers a wealth of resources for further
research and exploration.

Benefits of Owning the Dictionary of Asian Mythology

Gain a deeper understanding of Asian cultures: Mythology is a key
aspect of any culture, and the Dictionary of Asian Mythology provides a
deep dive into the beliefs and practices that have shaped Asian
societies.

Enhance your literary appreciation: Many works of Asian literature
are deeply rooted in mythology, and the Dictionary of Asian Mythology
helps readers understand the mythological references and allusions
that enrich these works.

Foster cultural exchange: By exploring the mythological traditions of
different Asian cultures, the Dictionary of Asian Mythology promotes
cross-cultural understanding and appreciation.

Enrich your imagination: The enchanting tales and vivid imagery of
Asian mythology can spark creativity and inspire artistic expression.



Become an expert in mythology: The Dictionary of Asian Mythology
is an invaluable resource for students, researchers, and anyone
interested in the study of mythology.

Sample Entries from the Dictionary of Asian Mythology

Amaterasu

Japanese mythology: Sun goddess and supreme deity of the Shinto
pantheon. She is the ancestress of the Japanese imperial family and a
symbol of light, warmth, and fertility.

Etymology: From the Japanese words "amatsu" (heaven) and "terasu"
(shine).

Cultural significance: Amaterasu is the most revered deity in Shintoism
and is considered the protector of Japan. Her annual festival, Obon, is one
of the most important holidays in the Japanese calendar.

Rama

Indian mythology: Prince of Ayodhya and the hero of the epic Ramayana.
He is an incarnation of the god Vishnu and is known for his courage,
righteousness, and devotion to his wife, Sita.

Etymology: From the Sanskrit word "rama" (pleasant).

Cultural significance: Rama is one of the most popular and revered
deities in Hinduism. His story is told in countless works of art and literature,
and his life and teachings are a source of inspiration for many.

Qilin



Chinese mythology: Mythical creature that represents good luck and
prosperity. It is said to have the body of a deer, the head of a dragon, and
the tail of an ox.

Etymology: From the Chinese words "qi" (odd) and "lin" (beast).

Cultural significance: The qilin is a symbol of great fortune and is often
depicted in Chinese art and literature. It is believed that the appearance of
a qilin is a sign that a wise and benevolent ruler is about to come to power.
Free Download Your Copy Today and Embark on a Journey of
Mythological Discovery

The Dictionary of Asian Mythology is an essential resource for anyone
interested in exploring the rich and diverse mythological traditions of Asia.
With its comprehensive coverage, in-depth analysis, and comparative
insights, this dictionary offers a profound understanding of the beliefs,
practices, and narratives that have shaped the cultural landscape of the
East.

Free Download your copy today and embark on a captivating journey into
the enchanting realms of Asian mythology. Discover the stories that have
inspired generations, the characters that have captured imaginations, and
the wisdom that has guided cultures for centuries.
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